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Today’s Conversation
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Columbia River Basin

09/03/2019

~ 260,000 sg miles

2 countries, 7 seven
states, 22 Tribes

Largest flow to Pacific
In N. & S. America

8 million people — 1/3
In -5 corridor

> 370 major dams

13 endangered fish
species
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Columbia River-Complex Issues

e Political » Economics

~ Complexity
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10,000 Years of Tribal History
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History - EPA Columbia R. Efforts
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History — continued

1996 - Designation of Lower Columbia into
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History - continued
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CWA 303d Listings

Columbia River Snake River
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Toxics Are A Contemporary Issue

Copyright Material / Ex. 4

Mother Goose and Grimm — Feb. 14, 2006 y
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ﬁmdﬂmm %’fm@ put river on shortlist of troubled 1.5 _Waterways COI u mbla Rlver
Press
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CRITFC Fish Consumption Study
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2002 Fish Contaminant Survey

« 92 pollutants detected in fish consumed by
tribes and other Columbia R consumers
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Oregon WQS - Fish Cons Rate

SRR submitted to 17.5 ECR 1o EEA
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Columbia River Toxics

Reduction Strategy
+ EPA committed to leadership
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Columbia River

Strategic Plan Targets
2011 & 2014
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Columbia River

0% Reduction | I o
Monitoring Sites
5 Sites - OR & WA e e
— OR Walla Walla -

Chlorpyrophos &
Azinphos methyl -

Partnerships

— Yakima & Walla Walla —
DDT - WA TMDLs

— Mainstem Columbia -
PCBs and DDT - EPA &
others

Contaminants

] A Azinphos methyl & Chiorpyifos
ﬁk . K B oot
LN e gh  PCBs&DDT
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Columbia River Toxics
Reduction Working Group
Successful Collaboration
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DDTs: Banned in 1972, still
persists in the environment
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Decreasing DDE in Fish Fillets from the Lower
Yakima River
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PCBs

* Levels have generally declined, but persist
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PCB Concentrations in Wildlife of the Lower
Columbia River
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Mercury

* Mercury levels increasing in several species and
most fish consumpt '
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Increasing Mercury at Columbia Basin
Sites
997/1998 |l 2003 [12004

0o o o

Osprey Eggs - Northern
Lower Columbia Pikeminnow -
River (dry weight) Willamette River
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PBDEs

« Growing concern over flame retardants.
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Total PBDEs in Fish from the Ninemile Reach
of the Spokane River
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Toxics Reduction Activities
» States Regulatory Tools (e.g, TMDLs, WQSs, and NPDES)
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2006-2008 Walla Walla Basin Monitoring
Median of Chlorpyrifos Detections
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Little WW River,West Branch/Crockett

B West Prong Little WWRiver, S. of Stateline Rd.
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2008 (preliminary)

========= Acute WQ Criterion = 0.083 ppb
========: Chronic WQ Criterion = 0.041 ppb
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Over 870,000 Pounds of Pesticides Collected
in Idaho Since 1993

100000
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Report Recommendations

 Expand Toxics Reduction Initiati
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Activities since SORR

Workshops - dialogue on reducing toxics
— Pendleton, OR, w/Umatilla Tribe — agriculture
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Columbia River Toxics
Reduction Action Plan

5 Initiatives- Columbia River State of River Report
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Columbia Toxics Reduction
Timelines
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Next Critical Work Efforts

* Finalize & Implement Columbia River Toxics
Reduction Action Plan
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Region 10: the Pacific Northwest

Serving the people of Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington and Hative Tribes

Recent sdditions | Sontact Us Search: O all Epa & Region 10| a0
susterns & Corarounitles Pace w Colurebin » Columbis

Youare here: FRG Horne B Eagion 10 » ey

Columbia River Basin www.epa.gov/region10/columbia

The magnificent Columbia River Basin covers a
 major portion of the landscape of North america, Canadian Northwest to the ocean so blue
including parts of seven states and British Rolf on Columbia, rolf on - Woody Guthrie
 Columbia. The basin provides drainage for
hurdreds of tributaries over an area of more than 260,000 square miles into a river near 1,200 miles in
length. The Columbia River Basin continues to provide an important North american backdrop for urban

settlement and development, agriculture, transpartation, recreation, fisheries and hydropower. Read

FEREIre, o«

Columbia River Basin State of the River Report for Toxnics ~f fraione D atin

The State of the River Report for Toxics is 3 summary of what we krow about four widespread * By Sub-basing

contaminants in the Colurnbia River Basing rmercury, DDT and its breakdown products, PCBs, and B Upper Basien: aboue

PBOE flame retardarts, The mpwt also highlights rmany important efforts to reduce toxics already Girand Coules Dism

underway in the Basin, Read rmore, Eomiddle Basin: Grand
Covles to Bornneville

o Laviar Bading Bonneville
o Pacific Gicean

The Columbia River Basin was designated a member of the EPA's Large Agquatic Ecosyeterm Council
(LAEY in 2008, The Columbis River Basin joinz ning other geographic-bazed efforts that focus on
protecting and restoring the health of citical aquatic ecosysterns, The LAE Coundl sesks to merge
geographically-based efforts with national water prograrms to advance the health mf the Mation’s
large aquatic ecosvsterns and strengthen national water programs, Read the fact shest (PDFY (Zpp,

Bich fdduizories
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